Fairfield University

DigitalCommons@Fairfield
(1977-2014) The Fairfield Mirror

Student Newspapers

12-14-2006

Mirror - Vol. 32, No. 14 - December 14, 2006

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/archives-mirror

Recommended Citation
"Mirror - Vol. 32, No. 14 - December 14, 2006" (2006). (1977-2014) The Fairfield Mirror. 697.
https://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/archives-mirror/697
This item has been accepted for inclusion in DigitalCommons@Fairfield by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Fairfield. It is brought to you by DigitalCommons@Fairfield with permission from the rightsholder(s) and is protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to use this item in any way that is
permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses, you need to obtain
permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are indicated by a Creative Commons license
in the record and/or on the work itself. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@fairfield.edu.

WEEK OF

Decqrfaer 14,2006

Vol. 32, Iss. 14 - 16 pages
FREE-Take One

MIRROR

WWWFAIRFIELDM1RR0R.COM
The independent student newspaper
of Fairfield University

Gay students navigate
mix of acceptance and
ignorance at EU.
BY JAMES NGUYEN

Photo Illustration by Mari Heenan/ The Mirror

Cunliffe on doorstep of MLS draft
BY TOM CLEARY

For Alex Cunliffe '07, leading the men's soccer team to
the NCAA tournament was the main goal this season. Now,
after accomplishing that goal, he's looking to reach a personal
goal: playing professional soccer.
Playing in the pros has always been a dream for Cunliffe.
When the senior soccer player received the news that he had
been selected to participate in the Major League Soccer (MLS)

player combine, that dream was suddenly closer to reality.
He will now have a chance to prove to the 13 MLS teams
that he belongs in the league.
The mid-fielder, who led the Stags in scoring this year,
was honored to have the chance to compete against the nation's
top college players.
"Being invited to the MLS combine is a huge honor for

As a gay student, senior Michael Willis feels that there
is no hostility towards him, but there is some tension when
there is discussion of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual andTransgender
(GLBT) topics.
Yet, Fairfield did not make the list of the top 100 schools
offering the friendliest climate for GLBT students as published in a book by The Advocate, a widely popular source
of information for the gay and lesbian community.
"I might talk about sexual orientation in political discussion but I never really openly talk about me being gay because
it shouldn't be an issue amongst friends and peers," said
Willis. "A strong majority of the people here are not hostile
and [are] rather friendly. On occasion, they might improperly
use terms such as 'gay' or 'queer' but that doesn't mean.they
are, for the large part, unfriendly."
Director of the Center for Multicultural Relations Larri
W. Mazon says that even the use of such improper terminology should not be tolerated.
"The threat of violence, although subtle, is minimal on
this campus," said Mazon. "It's our responsibility as adults
of this campus to take a tough position on mistreatment.
Period."
Mazon feels that increasing acceptance of the GLBT
students parallels the development of discussion groups
among the straight community.
"I don't think this campus is GLBT unfriendly," said
Mazon. "But there is a level of ignorance where the idea
of sexual diversity that has not been fully processed by the
straight community."
An example of such an opportunity for discussion will
soon take place as of the recipients of the diversity grant
award plan on conducting campus-wide survey research on
attitudes towards GLBT individuals.
SEE
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Condom distribution sparks debate throughout campus
the cafeteria."
To Doody, it wasn't so much the principle of the issue but the Catholic ideals of
World AIDS Day was a sweeping success this university.
on campus, but on Friday, Dec. 1, pamphlets
"We are a Roman Catholic institute; we
were not the only prevention material dis- are an academic institute; we are the Academy,
open to ideas and the exchange under the austributed.
Members of Dr. Renee White's AIDS in pices of Roman Catholic Church," he said.
However, Elizabeth Otter '09, a member
America class handed out condoms and dental
dams on the main level of the Barone Campus of Dr. White's class, felt that the decision to
hand out contraception on campus
Center, forms of artificial contrawas supported by the ideals of the
ception generally frowned upon
COMMENTARY University. Otter was responsible
by the Roman Catholic Church.
for obtaining the contraception
Fr. Michael Doody, directhrough Planned Parenthood in
CONDOMS ON
tor of campus ministry, felt that
Bridgeport.
AIDS prevention on campus was
CAMPUS:
"It is very clear in the (misnot a justifiable reason to hand
PREACHING
sion) statement at many different
out contraception.
SAFETY OR
times that our University's mission
"Do I agree with everything
HYPOCRISY?
is to 'Foster in them (students) ethithe church says?" Doody asked.
cal and religious values and a sense
"No, I have some issues with
of social responsibility," she said.
PAGE 12
what the Church says, but I'm not
going to pass out rubbers outside
BY ANDREW CHAPIN

Otter felt that AIDS
awareness qualified as an
ethical issue.
"I believe that HIV/
AIDS education is an ethical
issue and I feel, especially
after taking the AIDS in the
U.S. class, a deep sense of social responsibility to educate
my fellow students about all
ways that HIV/AIDS can be
avoided," she said.
Meanwhile, White, felt
the issue at hand raised an
Katie McCarthy/ The Mirror
important question for the Wrap it up: rubbers rub administration the wrong way
University.
"How can a university
allow for academic freedom while sustaining
"I do think that it is important to identify
its main tenets, philosophy and mission?" what research indicates and whether research
she asked.
is both valid and reliable," she said. "EmpiriWhite, though, felt that understand- cally-driven research shows that condom use
ing the facts is essential in dealing with the
problem.
SEE "VON ARX" ON P. 5
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MARATHON MAN
BY ANDREW CHAPIN

Christian McEvoy had his doubts. He just didn't
listen to them.
"Everyday you have doubts," said the 2004 Fairfield
graduate. "The difference might be some people deal
with doubts and listen to them. In this case, I chose not
to listen to them."
Dec. 16 will mark the completion of a six month
trek during which McEvoy, who also teaches English at
Fairfield Prep, is running more than 3,000 miles across
the country.
His journey for cancer research, which started on
July 1 in San Francisco, Calif, will conclude Saturday in
Narragansett, RI. But for McEvoy, the finish line is, only
the beginning.
Before his journey even began, McEvoy set a one
million dollar goal goal to be donated primarily to the
Yale Cancer Center. To date, he and his team have raised
$187,647, but McEvoy knows the fund-raising will not
stop once he crosses the finish line.
"The end of this run is not the end of our commitment to this journey," he said. "We're leaving the books
open until July 2007."
Along the way, McEvoy has surprised countless
people, including his own team members.
"It's been inspiring to watch Christian run, (and)
more inspiring to meet survivors on the road and see
how inspired they are by what Christian does," said
Matt Pierson, Operations Coordinator for the Coast to
Coast team.
After some six months and 3,000 miles, McEvoy will
finally return home to Fairfield on Sunday. "I learned a
lot at Fairfield University," he said. "It's a very special
place in my heart."
Specifically, McEvoy appreciated the support he
received from University President Fr. Jeffrey von Arx.
"Fairfield University has been a great supporter and
Fr. von Arx has been a great supporter, not just financially
but tangibly," he said, saying that von Arx in particular
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Fairfield alum nears completion of
3,000 mile cancer fundraiser

took the time to go out of his way to call him while he
was on the road.
von Arx was proud of McEvoy's selfless venture,
saying that him and McEvoy discussed the idea while
McEvoy was still contemplating undertaking the run. On
Sunday, the two appeared together at Harbor Yard during
halftime of the men's basketball game.
"It's just a wonderful thing he's doing," von Arx
said.
But McEvoy's praise was not limited just to his
alma mater. "Everyone's been incredibly supportive,"
he said. "I think it is going to be very obvious when we
show up how wonderful the University, town and Prep
have been."

Also, during halftime, a short clip of the documentary Fairfield graduates and Coast to Coast team members Leslie Estelle and Kristen Coleman have compiled
throughout the trip was shown.
On Sunday, he took off from the Athletic Shoe Factory, in Westport, at 11 a.m. Upon entering Fairfield, a
small reception was held at the gazebo across the street
from the Community Theater.
"What we're doing is keeping them moving," he said.
"What they're doing, living, keeps us going too."
"I'm just trying to keep on, keep one foot after the
other," McEvoy said. "The most important thing is the
people running with me, the kids knowing the steps they
are taking for cancer survivors."

Courtesy of www.coast2coast.org

Gone running: FU alum Christian McEvoy '04 ran through downtown Fairfield last Sunday to raise money for cancer

Girls, 'gard yourselves

Director of Health Center urges students to get HPV
vaccine to prevent cervical cancer over break

By obtaining the vaccine through a private physician, a woman would likely have
the majority of the cost covered by her insurance company.
But because the Health Center does not work with insurance companies, to carry
By age 50, at least 80 percent of women will have acquired the genital human the drug would mean charging students out-of-pocket, approximately $180 per dose,
papillomavirus infection (HPV), according to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre- according to Nelson.
vention.
Though symptoms of the virus can occasionally include genital warts, most of the
HPV is a misunderstood, far more common cause of viral STD than many people estimated 20 million people that are currently infected with the virus will never know
realize. It is also the only virus known to cause cervical cancer.
they have it.
This past June, however, a vaccine called Gardasil
It is estimated that many people get HPV within their
was licensed for use by the Food and Drug Adminisfirst two to three years of becoming sexually active, and
tration (FDA). It protects against four types of HPV,
abstinence is the only way to be sure not to contract the
which together cause 70 percent of cervical cancers
virus because it is unknown just how much protection from
and 90 percent of genital warts.
HPV condoms actually provide.
Health Center Director Gary Nelson said this is an
That is why Gardasil, according to Nelson, is such a
improvement in the modern medical world.
significant innovation.
"This is a great advance in medicine to have a
"I think most people in medicine now would strongly
vaccine that's 100 percent effective in prevention of
encourage (getting vaccinated)," he said.
HPV, which is the main contributor to cervical cancer,"
Although he admits the vaccine is cost prohibitive,
he said.
Nelson has been working with Director of Health and WellKate Dillon '08 agrees that Gardasil is an imporness Jeanne DiMuzio and is in the early planning stages of
tant advancement and that women should take heed.
a possible Gardasil clinic on campus next semester.
"It's absolutely worth getting. It's something Not just the flu: The Health Center is in early planning stages
Nelson said that anyone who is able to get the vaccine
of possibly getting a vaccine clinic on campus to prevent HPV
proactive for your health. We have vaccines for polo
should, and should start the dosages this winter break.
and measles; it's irresponsible not to get it," she said.
The shots are administered two months apart over a six-month period, so students
Danielle Bujak '09 agreed, saying, "I think that the drug is extremely good, not only could get the first in January, follow up over spring break and again after school ends.
do I feel that it can protect women, but it raises awareness of the virus and lets people
"To have a vaccine that prevents cancer is a very significant event in disease prevention," Nelson said.
know that there is a way to prevent it."
Although Nelson said that private physicians everywhere now stock the vaccine and
Dillon agreed. "If you can just do something to prevent cancer, why wouldn't you?"
it is covered by most insurance plans, the Health Center does not currently stock Gardasil she said.
due to cost. He hopes this will change soon.
BY KATE MCGANN
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Blurring the line between living and learning: Goal II of Strategic Plan
BY CHRISTINA STODDARD

antimony that they think it is, but a mutually
conditioning relationship!"
There are three components on which the
committee is focusing to make this happen.
First, the committee is looking at the current
organizations and structures that provide
opportunities to connect living and learning,
and ways of incorporating more of an integrative approach to these and other facets of
University life.
The second task focuses on assessing

areas such as in the lounge in Loyola Residence Hall, where Pellegrino acknowledged
that "pleasing aesthetics" can make a positive
impact on student engagement.
The third task focuses on the curriculum,
which has led this committee to work closely
with the committee actively focusing on first
initiative of integrating the core curriculum.
Pellegrino said that these two areas are closely
related and must be cohesively implemented
so "students can make more sense of the

In terms of housing, there is Gonzaga
for freshmen, Loyola for sophomores and
townhouses for juniors: but could a residence
hall for faculty be next?
Faculty housing is just one of many ideas
that may become a reality as plans progress
in the implementation of the second initiative
of University President Fr. von Arx's strategic
plan: the integration of living and learning at
the University.
"Anyone who has spent as much time as I
have not only working at universities but also
living in student residence halls, cannot help
but be deeply concerned about the dissociation between living and learning in the lives
of undergraduates today," said von Arx in his
inaugural address, when he first introduced his
three-goal vision for the University.
This initiative's focus is on implementing strategies to bridge gaps between what is
learned inside the classroom and what is experienced outside of the classroom, according
to Dean of Students Tom Pellegrino, who is
chair of the committee assigned to undertake
this task.
"The question is, what are students goMirror File Photo
ing to do with their 80 waking hours of spent Livin' and Learnin': the lounge in Loyola is the kind of sense of community in housing that
outside of the classroom?" asked Pellegrino. von Arx's strategic plan would want to expand upon in the future with his strategic plan
"We want to find ways to make them more
meaningful."
the physical changes on campus that could be overall integration."
"I would wish," said von Arx in a speech made to foster for a more cohesive community
An important way this vision of integraat faculty retreat, "that [students] could un- living environment.
tion of life and learning may materialize is
derstand that work hard/play hard is not the
This includes looking at student living via the restructuring of the FYE program in

University "weighing" options on
obesity studies course
BY CHRISTOPHER HALISKOE

You've heard of American studies, African studies, and women's studies. How about
fat studies?
Universities across the country have
taken up the idea of adding courses in obesity
studies — something Timothy Law Snyder,
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, said
is a possibility at Fairfield.
"I think it would fit nicely as an interdisciplinary offering, perhaps as a cluster or honors course, given that many disciplines may
shed light on this issue," Snyder said. "Many
of our courses emanate from faculty expertise
or interest. A first step would be for interested
students to find such a faculty member, or for
a faculty to purpose the course."
Fairfield senior Alissa Roman said she
thinks an obesity course would be extremely
beneficial to students.
"I believe that a fat studies class would
give people an insight into what it is like to be
obese in this country and to hopefully change
people's views on obese people," said Roman,
a sociology major who works as an intern
at the Rudd Center for Food Policy at Yale.
"The class would raise awareness of a global
epidemic and how dangerous it is."
A course studying obesity is already being offered at the University of Wisconsin at
Milwaukee, and administrators at Pennsylvania State University have begun discussions
about adding a similar course, according to
The Daily Collegian. Penn State's student

newspaper. The professor for the course could
not be reached for comment.
Roman, who hopes to hold a doctorate in
this field of study said:
"I believe that students would be
more understanding and not as quick to
judge students who are obese, [as well as
having] a better understanding of what
these individuals go through. The obesity
epidemic is affecting everyone. Children
are facing health problems that they should
not face [until] they are adults like type II
diabetes and high blood pressure, because
they are obese."
Steve Parker' 10 agreed. "I think the class
would be a good addition to Fairfield because
it provides a different perspective," he said.
Freshman Carline Scherbarth disagreed.
"Although the subject may be informative I don't know what use it would be to
students unless they were planning on going
into a health profession," she said.
Snyder said the course eould be offered
as part of the curriculum in multiple schools.
"I can imagine the faculty of Nursing and
Business and other schools having interest,"
he said.
Snyder said that in order for a proposed
course to make its way into the curriculum,
a faculty member must discuss the course
with a curriculum committee. The committee
may either approve the course or turn the idea
down. However, if the idea is turned down, it
is possible that can be appealed to the Dean.

hopes that this mind-set will be instilled from
the start of students' college career, according
to Pellegrino. Mentoring by students, faculty
and staff will be another important component
of this vision.
Changes in residence halls may also be
made, including more student government
in residence halls, theme housing, and even
faculty housing.
Communications professor David Gudelunas thinks the initiative is admirable.
"The difference between someone's 'on
time' and their 'off time' isn't nearly as much
of a dichotomy as we might assume. Going
out on a Friday night should mean something
other than being a distraction," said Gudelunas. "I hear from my students that they
do talk about their courses outside of class,
and I think that is something that we should
encourage."
FUS A President Hutchinson Williams '08
agreed. "I think it's a good idea.. This year, as
a junior, I have found that everything really
does seem to be linked. It is important to be
able to make those connections."
Some students, however, do not think the
initiative is necessary on campus.
"I feel as though the college experience
is more than just book learning, and I salute
Father von Arx for recognizing this," said
Evan Berard '07, "but I think that 'out of class'
education lies in real life experiences, and efforts by the University to manufacture such
experiences usually don't have a significant
effect on students."
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EU. not on list of top 100 gay friendly schools
1

To raise Fairfield's "gay point average," some students
feel that an academic environment is more suited for increasMichael Barrett '07, team leader of the diversity grant ing awareness instead of the aforementioned publicly open
group called "Collegiate Closet," believes the campus is not discussion.
necessarily gay-friendly as it is just becoming aware of the
"I feel that people who are open to such talks would
speak out. But those who aren't open to it would not commit
growing community.
"I still see through people's verbal communication that themselves to such discussions," said Willis. "The best way to
there is still an unconscious sense of homophobia," said Bar- address it would be to include it more so in the curriculum such
rett. "They may automatically deny it, but they don't realize as including more sexual diversity courses."
With aid from the University administration, one of the
what constitutes as homophobia - saying 'that's so gay' or
goals outlined for the "Collegiate Closets" is to establish a
using the word 'fag.'"
sexual study minor within
With National Coming
the next five years.
Out Day now in the rear
Frank Fraioli, president
view mirror, GLBT students
of the Fairfield University
at Fairfield say they are findAlliance and also a team
ing little difficulty seeking
member of diversity grant
acceptance from the campus
group credits the adminiscommunity.
tration, namely University
The Advocate's 389President Jeffery von Arx,
page book gauges its ranking
for their supportive words
based on a variety of criteria
and actions in recent times.
ranging from the amount
"We get support for
of sexual diversity courses
Coming Out Day, the Genoffered to the number of
der Bender Ball, and a variresource groups available
guyen
ety of other functions," said
on campus.
Making strides: FU getting friendlier for GBLT students
Fraioli. "Fr. von Arx personOnce the Advocate's
analysis is completed, a "gay point average" is calculated ally requests to meet with Alliance at least once per semester.
for each school. The top 100 most gay-friendly list includes He has been very open and assertive in giving us a voice."
However, Fraioli feels that the campus community's active
well-known schools such as MIT, Tufts University, and the
opinions are gay-neutral and that the key to raising gay friendliUniversity of Massachusetts at Amherst.
Although Fairfield may not be on this particular list, many ness around campus is through the admissions process.
"In terms of it being gay-friendly for a gay student and havfeel that the school has taken great strides within the last few
ing
a
gay community, it's lacking," said Fraioli. "The missing
years.
One professor marked the cancellation of the marriage piece is the recruitment of the gay population to increase the
GLBT influence. You can check high schools for gay-straight
forum in the spring of 2005 as the turning point.
"The marriage forum cancellation was a very unfortunate alliances; you can look at students who are in those groups
event in this school's history," said David Gudelunas, assistant when recruiting."
Willis disagreed as he recalled his own adolescent
professor in the communication department. "However, I think
the aftermath has shown that students, faculty and administra- experiences."High school is a confusing time for many stution have become far more sensitive towards issues of diversity, dents. I think it would be irresponsible for a college to go in
academic freedom, and the particular needs of sexual minorities and actively recruit GLBT students because it might just add
on campus."
to that confusion."
CONTINUED FROM P.
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FAIRFIELD BEACH ROAD Charming, fullyfurnished cottage available for the next school
year -- Sept '07 to mid-May '08. Ideal for 2-3
occupants. Bedroom + spiral staircase to loft.
Sliders to huge deck w/dock directly on wide
canal across street from Long Island Sound and
beach. Gas heat, wood-burning stove, washerdryer, track lights. $1,950 monthly. Close to end
of road, not beginning. Fairfield U students are
currently renting this cottage. Phone to see. 2272771.
CHILD CARE
EASY MONEY FOR EARLY RISERS!
BABYSITTER TO GET 2 BOYS READY FOR
SCHOOL & ON THE BUS 3 DYS/WK. 7 AM - 8:30
AM. IN EASTON, 20 MINUTES FROM CAMPUS.
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SALARY, DOE. E-MAIL JMATHIASEN@YAHOO.
COM.

BABYSITTER NEEDED
PART TIME NANNY TO PICK UP 2 YR OLD BOY
AT DAYCARE IN FAIRFIELD AND BRING HOME
FOR DINNER. MON - THU FROM 6 PM - 8 PM.
MUST HAVE CAR. PLS CONTACT ACANZANO®
CRONUSPARTNERS.COM FOR MORE INFO.
MIRROR
CALL FOR APPLICANTS AND NOMINATIONS
FOR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES. The Advertising
Director of The Mirror is seeking applicants for
six positions to build, manage, cultivate, and
grow the financial interests of the independent
student newspaper of Fairfield University.
Positions are paid and are open to all students
within Fairfield University's undergraduate and
graduate programs. The selection committee
will begin to review applications on Monday,
December 11. Any questions call Rob Fitzgerald
at 203- 256-6594
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me personally and I am very excited about
playing with the best college players from this
year," said Cunliffe. "It caps off a great season
for myself and the team as a whole."
Stags' Head Coach Carl Rees said he is
happy to see Cunliffe have the opportunity to
advance to the next level of soccer.
"I am delighted for Alex," he said. "He
thoroughly deserves to show the professional
coaches of the MLS his talent."
"He has the size and technical ability and
he also has a insatiable appetite for competition and the game of soccer," Rees said. "The
biggest challenge for a lot of players making
the transition from college to the pros is to
perform everyday in training. Alex's hunger
and commitment will help him with this
challenge."
Cunliffe, a native of Lanchashire, England, has the opportunity to become the first
Fairfield soccer player to be drafted by MLS.
While five Stags have played in the first and
second divisions of the United Soccer League,
the lower level of American pro- soccer, no
one has yet played at the top level.
The MLS draft will take place on Jan.
12 in Indianapolis, Ind. 48 players will be
chosen by the 13 MLS teams. Last year 23
of the 48 chosen were participants in the
combine, giving Cunliffe a legitimate chance
to be drafted.
The mid-fielder led Fairfield to the
MAAC championship, earning the conference
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von Arx: policy on condoms is clear

Cunliffe could be MLS-bound
CONTINUED FROM P.
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tournament Most Valuable Player award for
his efforts. His success during the season and
the post-season earned Cunliffe a spot on the
All-North Atlantic First Team.
Sophomore midfielder Kerr McLeod
was not surprised that Cunliffe was chosen
to participate in the combine.
"Alex's selection to the MLS combine
is not a surprise to anybody," McLeod said.
"Since I have been at Fairfield, his potential
has been evident on and off the field. Coming into the season as both a captain and a
senior, he had a standout season that deserved
recognition."
Fairfield Athletic Director Gene Doris
thinks that Cunliffe's success and opportunity
to play at the next level will help the men's
soccer program, which has already taken
a major step forward following the team's
NCAA College Cup first round win over
UConn.
"It's always positive when one of our
student-athletes receives a high level of recognition for their hard work. Obviously from
a recruiting standpoint it helps to convince
future high level prospects that Fairfield
University has a quality program," Doris
said. "They have the ability to achieve at
the highest level both on the field and in the
classroom."
Added Rees: "It is great publicity for
our University. Alex's success is a motivator
for the players within our squad currently
and for also future players we are looking to
recruit."

CONTINUED FROM P.
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reduces transmission of disease and is essential for HIV positive couples to have sex;
without it they could co-infect each other with
mutated strains of HIV"
University President Fr. Jeffrey von Arx
reiterated the University's stance on such
matters.
"It's Church teaching," he said. "The
University has a very clear policy."
However, von Arx did acknowledge that
the Roman Catholic Church's stated position
was in the midst of possible change.
"The position of the Catholic Church
on the moral dimensions of AIDS prevention has been evolving," he said. Von Arx
mentioned Fr. James Keenan, a theology
professor at Boston College, as an integral
voice in explaining Catholic practice in AIDS
prevention.
"While I'm no expert on moral theology,
I'd say that to my mind, his work represents
the best effort to reconcile Catholic teaching
against artificial contraception with the need
for AIDS prevention," he said.
Keenan has done extensive work in
promoting AIDS awareness and curbing the
spread of the disease. In the Dolan School of
Business dining room, Keenan hosted a lecture "Listening to the Voices of HI V/AIDS."
Keenan questioned the system that has
allowed AIDS to become an epidemic. He
compared it to the Black Plague and said that
AIDS has lingered for 25 years.

"If we want to find persons at risk or who
are already at risk, they are not marginalized
people. They are people who lack the stability
to live in a world with AIDS," Keenan said.
Fairfield Catholic Studies professor Paul
Lakeland felt that students were faced with the
choice of violating Church teaching.
"The primary question for a Catholic
college student is: 'Am I going to ignore the
Church's disapproval of extra-marital sex?'
If the answer is 'yes,' then why would such a
student care about the disapproval of contraception?" he said.
"In fact, given that the student is going
to be in defiance of official church teaching,
it would seem only prudent to add a second
act of disobedience and use a condom," said
Lakeland.
For Dr. White, it was about minimizing
the damage of spreading the disease. "I'm a
big fan of harm reduction," she said. "People
are going to do what they do."
Thomas Pellegrino, Dean of Students,
was not even aware that this distribution took
place. However, he did feel that the "appropriate reaction is education -just remind people
of what the University policy is."
Pellegrino looked at the broader impact
of World AIDS Day at Fairfield.
"The bigger picture here is to recognize
the important work so many of our students
have done to promote education and awareness about the AIDS virus and the service
many of them have provided to help those .
afflicted with the disease," he said.

Fairfield University
Jesuit. Personal. Powerful.

Winter Intersession Courses
Put your winter break to good use!
Earn 3-Credits in One or Four Weeks
One Week Sessions: January 3 — 9, 2007
Four Week Online Sessions: January 2 — 31, 2007
Subject areas:
Politics*
History
Art History*
Psychology*
Italian
Applied Ethics*
Religious Studies"
Literature
American Studies
Sociology
Math*
Business
Studio Arts
Management*
Economics
Writing*
Music
Ethics
C* Courses also available in online format!)
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AT

More course & registration info at:
www.fairfield.edu/ucwisfu
Register by Phone: (203) 254-4288
Registration deadline is Dec. 20, 2006

Bring some college credits back to college with you!
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Fairfield, Connecticut

6

CAMPUS LIFE

Editor: Camille Vecchione

www.fairfieldmirror.com

December 14, 2006

Crash COUrse in Caffeine: Students look to coffee for their morning boost
BY PALINA PAVARHA

It's the smell of a new morning. It's the taste of energy.
It's the color of a long, sleepless night scared away by the
sound of the alarm clock. The sound of this word, if you say
it very slowly as if you have just awaken, makes your lips
curve into a small smile.
Coffee.
For many students, this is the first word muttered in
the morning. It's the goal, the aim, the greatest desire. For
some, it's a desperate need.
"With enough coffee everything's is possible," said Julia
Urbanovich '09. "I'm an instant human. Just add coffee."
For many people this addiction develops at college. A
cup of coffee to wake you up. Another one to get you going.
Two or three more between the lectures. And who knows
how many to get you through the night before the exams.
For others, coffee means nothing.
"I hate coffee. I don't like the smell of it. I don't like
the taste of it," said Danielle Magidov '08. "I think I'm the
only one of my friends who doesn't drink it in the morning...
How do I get up? It's very hard for me."
Watch the students as they crawl out of their dorms
for an early morning class. With headphones on to keep
them awake, students start their day in search of energy.
Their search leads them to one of the four oases if coffee
on campus.
9 a.m. First floor of Canisius. The line stretches from
the counter to the doors of the elevator, filled with yawning people, eyes half-shut. Every time someone leaves the
line - hands clutching the cherished paper cup, a look of

true bliss on their face - two more join the queue. Slowly,
sleepily, it is moving.
12 p.m. Jazzman's Cafe. All seats are taken. About three
cups per one small round table. Bending over their books, as
they turn the pages, people take small sips from the cups.
"Espresso, cappuccino, macchiato, ice coffee," said

James Nguyen/The Mirror

Cup o1 Joe: Many students rely on Java to wake them
up after a long night.

Maria Colon, a Jazzman's Cafe employee. "Students are
crazy about coffee."
2 p.m. Outside the BCC. See how many people hurry
up to their classes - one hand clutching a bag, the other one
tenderly holding a paper cup with a familiar green and blue
patter, that somehow reminds you of the Dining Hall.
7 p.m. Dolan School of Business.
"Three hours of class," said Sebastian Weber '07, a
business student. "I think I am going to die." Then his eyes
fall on the stand with familiar Green Mountain cups towering on it. "Or maybe not," he says, hurrying off to the paper
cup mountains.
82 percent of adults in the U.S. drink coffee daily to
get their fix of caffeine, the most widely used mood-altering
drug in the world reports The Herald News.
However, the health effects of coffee are under debate.
According to a Harvard Medical School study, the drink
may reduce the chance of gallstones and colon cancer - if
taken in moderation.
Researchers of Institution of Scientific Information on
Coffee have also found that among more than 12,000 middleaged adults, those who drank four or more cups of coffee
each day had a lower risk of developing type II diabetes than
those who rarely had a cup.
Those drinking more than two cups, or 200 milligrams
of caffeine, however, enter the realm of increased anxiety
and potential panic attacks.
After a cup of their favorite brew, coffee addicts will be
in a good mood to share their favorite sayings about coffee,
like "I found my perfect man: Mr. Coffee."
"Is there life before coffee?" asked Darling Garcia '07.

Forget face-to-face, social interaction replaced by the Internet
less. It's too easy to sit around online wasting time," said can be someone's 'friend' on Facebook or Myspace, but
Serik Slobodskoy '08.
when you pass them on your walk to class they don't even
The first thing Michelle Holmberg '08 does in the
These sites may also jeopardize their privacy. Although acknowledge you," she said.
morning, and the last thing she does at night, is log into there are privacy settings, this does not mean that students
Due to the recent loss of Internet connection in the
her Facebook account to ensure that she is completely up utilize them or are even aware they exist, according to Har- townhouses, many residents admitted that they were more
to date on all the latest happenings.
vey Jones and Jose Hiram Soltren in their paper, "Facebook social than usual. Without access to these Web sites, stuAlthough the popularity of social networking Web Threats to Privacy," published in 2005 at MIT.
dents were forced to interact with their friends without the
sites such as Facebook and Myspace has skyrocketed, the
"It is important that we all be media literate enough to barrier of a computer screen.
effects on the social and academic lives of college students understand how to manage issues like privacy, disclosure
"I actually talked to my roommates, called home
like Holmberg may not be known for years.
and norms of interaction in online environments just as caught up with people actually using my voice," said Rose.
Many students are claiming that the use of these sites we have to learn these lessons in the offline world," said She also admitted to getting her homework done much
are affecting students' academic performances by distract- Gudelunas. "Just as I don't walk around with my phone faster without the distraction.
ing students from their school work.
number tattooed on my forehead."
Students say even though they are aware of the nega"The internet is a mental playground for most college
Businesses and colleges have begun utilizing these tive affects of these social networking Web sites, their overstudents," said Caitlin Rose '08. "Time that could be used social networking sites for further reference about future whelming popularity ensures that they are here to stay.
finishing up that paper that's due in two weeks is usually employees and students.
"I would put money on a political candiused surfing the internet, or on other sources of entertainfacebook
date, probably 20 years from now, getting in
ment, namely Facebook and Myspace."
Welcome 'to F^es&tjofci
"I feel if I didn't have the Internet, I would probably hot water on account of something posted on
Ea«book it * HKtal utility th»( centittt* yew with th« ptopt* arovrnf ytm.
be an A student. It's a distraction to my life and I love it," Facebook," said Steve Jones, a communicafatebook is made up of tot* tsf «***«« wwwte — *hi«s* lik* scfcooSs, tc^>s*:4,«i*i. and <*a»&f:S.
said AJ Maucieri '08.
tions professor at the University of Illinois in Ciss^
You am y*e F*c*fccok »:
Rather than reading a newspaper or studying for a quiz, an interview with The Boston Globe.
• Shirt information vwth pecpie you know.
« %tt whati qsir>? on with yovtt frisjwts.
Social networking Web sites have also
students say they spend their time checking to see if anyone
* Look up peopfce around yeu.
has updated their photos, if the cute boy in their English changed the way students socially interact.
► Register
* Take the Tout
These sites allow students to avoid actual
class is single or if they have any new "friend requests".
"I think it is important to point out that social network- face-to-face contact. Constantly relying on a
*fc>car fcfos cftnwlefwrji iofc* warn* prtw
ing sites, like Facebook or Myspace, don't negatively affect Web site can be crippling to a person's social
a Mark ZiKkwbcrg production
a student's performance. Students themselves do that," said skills.
Dr. David Gudelunas of the department of communication.
"I think the Internet and Facebook are es"We shouldn't blame the technology; we should instead sentially taking away from us socially. People
blame an individual user's ability to effectively use the hide behind their computer screens and think it
can replace real life," said Slobodskoy.
technology."
Photo Illustration by Camille Vecchione
Even without these sites, procrastination will always
Alessandra Barbalaco '07 referred to
Poke me! Students' social interactions have become limited due to
Facebook as a "cop out", adding that it crebe a factor in the lives of college students.
community Internet sites.
"I think the Internet allows us to be lazy, to be mind- ates false relationshipsbetween people. "You
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Top 10 ways you know it's holiday time at Fairfield
BY CHRISTEN MECABE

10. You see all these girls wearing
Uggs with mini skirts and wonder how
they aren't freezing.
9. You notice that the turkeys seem
happier than usual now that Thanksgiving is over.

James Nguyen/The Mirror

3. You're more worried about getting
your gift shopping done than studying for
your finals.

5. You plan on going on the New
York City shopping trip, but you know
you won't get any shopping done.

2. You want it to snow, but it's too
early in the season. You compensate by
making paper snowflakes and using spray
snow on your windows.

4. You make fun of your friends who
take pictures in Santa hats and reindeer
headbands, but you take the same pictures
and post them on Facebook.

8. You hope your Menorah for Chanukkah and Kinara for Kwanzaa aren't
considered fire hazards in your dorm.

What are finals? Tis the season to forget
about studying and focus on holiday shopping.

6. The only songs on your play list
are "All I Want For Christmas Is You" and
Adam Sandler's "Chanukkah Song."

1. Your room looks like Buddy the
Elf came to visit because it's so decorated.

7. When you lose FUSA's wreath
decorating contest, you realize you can
still win the unofficial door decorating
contest.

Hours:
Monday through Thursday
7:00pm-11:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm- 12:45am
Sunday
7:00pm- 11:45pm

Photo Illustration by Lorraine Lampe
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I'm warm, I swear! Ugg boots and mini skirts
remain a classic winter fashion at Fairfield.

Happy Holidays! No matter what your holiday, this is a time for all to feel the joy.

What's hot and what's not
in holiday fashion
• Slip into heels; they may hurt but
they always make an outfit look better.
CHRISSY
RUTHERFORD

It's that wonderful
time of year again! Everyone is attempting
to balance schoolwork along with all the
festive holiday parties. Whether it's a party
at the beach or office where you intern,
finding the proper outfit can become as
much of a challenge as how you're going
to study for your world history and chemistry final on the same day. Here are some
tips to help you navigate the party scenes
looking great.

Do:
• Know the dress code; you don't want
to be under-dressed or over-dressed.
• Try fun tights/leggings with short
dresses. Experiment with patterns and
colors.
• Wear dark jeans; they can be casual
or dressy with the right top and accessories.
• Rely on a little black dress; it never
fails.
• Stay away from black if it's a festive
party; be playful with color.
• Add jewelry and a nice handbag to
dress up a plain outfit.

Don't:
• Go overboard on red and green
unless that's the dress code of the
party.
• Expose too much skin. Less is
more, especially in an office setting.
• Take away from the decorations;
while it's fun to shine, limit the amount
of glitter and sequins.
• Try to squeeze into something
that's not your size; holding your
stomach in through an entire party is a
difficult task.
• Be afraid to wear white; it can be
worn all year round as long as it's the
right shade.

Sostefea

Campus Services

3170 Fairfield Ave, in Historic Black Rock, Bridgeport, CT 06605 Tel (203) 335-8228

Taco Loco specials!
. Tuesday's ALL DAY! 1 /2 Price Sauza Frozen
Margaritas ALL DAY TUESDAY! Lime, Strawberry, Peach,
Mango, Banana. Also Mexican Munchies & HH 3-6:30pm!
• Wednesday's! Corona Madness! $2.25 Corona Beers
ALL DAY WEDNESDAY! Mexican Munchies & HH 3-6:30pm!
•

IrlUrsday S* Our famous Quesadillas. Choose among
Chicken, Chorizo, Shrimp, Vegetable or Cheese and a XX on
tap beer for only $9.95/pp & HH 3-6:30-pm!

• Friday Si Mexican Munchies & Happy Hour!
Coronas $2.25, 1/2 Price Sauza Frozen Margaritas, and
$2:00-$2:50 Drafts, 3-6:30 pm!

For Guys:
• A button down shirt with a tie
tucked underneath a crewneck sweater
can be worn casually with jeans or with
slacks for a dressier look.
• When in doubt, a blazer always
looks great.
• Lose the dirty old sneakers and
baseball hat.

Your Stag Card is Welcomed Here!
| Must be 21 years old with valid ID to be served alcoholic beverages. Please drink responsibly! |
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Hark! Stop the herald angels from singing
BY JACK MCNAMARA

Bon Jovi. Congratulations Jon. Your mother must have been proud.
Now get out there and never do anything like that again, ever. Go
make out with Ally McBeal, or something.
Also on the list is "Christmas with the Brady
Bunch," both because the Brady family couldn't
belt out a decent single to save Marcia's life,
and because I can't stand that constantly-smiling
pseudo-family with their white teeth and bellbottoms.
And then there's "Christmas with Colonel Sand-

It seems like we hear Christmas music on the radio and in the elevators
earlier and earlier each year, up until the point where it becomes scary.
Why does listening to Jingle Bells on Halloween seem somewhat
appropriate?
Regardless, there are always a few of these seasonal jingles
that everyone can enjoy. The problem is, the bad songs outnumber the good, 20 to 1. And for whatever reason, that's the
stuff we hear over and over again. However, some of these
Christmas albums have crossed a line. They have become
Yeah, I know.
so terrible that they shall now be marked as some of the
But seriously, what could possibly be more Christmost pathetic attempts at cashing in on Christmas.
mas-y than Colonel Sanders? Nothing, that's what. Who
I could go off listing contemporary attempts that
doesn't remember the good old days when mom would
resulted in terrible seasonal albums, and there are a lot of
dunk everything in sight in a vat of cooking oil, place it in
them, like Lynyrd Skynyrd, the attempt those three prepua cheap cardboard bucket, and sell it for $4.99 with coleslaw,
bescent girls called Hanson made, or even Mariah Carey's
all in the name Christmas merriment and Kentucky Fried
botched endeavor^ as she managed to completely redefine the
deliciousness.
term "Ho, ho, ho."
Mind you, I've been limiting myself only to humans up to
But that would be too easy. Instead, this section of print will
this
point.
There have been way too many attempts by pet lovers,
focus exclusively on the bizarre, the commercialized and the just
notably by the holiday-only 'bands' Jingle Cats and Jingle
plain ugly of the musical Christmas cornucopia.
Dogs, to make cats meow, dogs bark and howler
We begin our journey with a question: what would
monkeys howl to the tune of "Silent
happen if George Lucas decided to punish all of the
Night." Message to these people: it's
people who went out and paid to watch his
not cute; it's scary. Stop it.
movie? "Christmas in the Stars: The Star
It would be impossible to mention
Wars Christmas Album" would happen.
Photo Illustration by Jack McNamara
Made in 1980, it features the talents of Beware of yuletide crap: Christmas is the only holiday with an uncontrollable amount of over- every single lousy album made, and
that's probably for the best. AstoundC-3PO, R2-D2, Chewbacca and a bunch marketed musical trash.
ing as it may be, there is at least one
of other droids butchering your childhood
. memories with such hit singles as 3PO's spoken-word track "Christmas in the Stars." fan to each of the albums I listed. Yes, they like the over-hyped commercial trash like the
Hooray!
stuff mentioned in this article.
This album gave us the proof we need that in space, no one can hear you scream,
And there are other people out there, such as the Grinch, that evil magician from
otherwise this insult to nerds everywhere never would have gotten past pre-production.
Frosty the Snowman, Lex Luthor and Sean Corbett, who will tell you that holiday music
Oh, but don't even worry about that, because it doesn't end there. Do you want to know is just plain terrible. But pay no attention to these philistines (I don't), as there are plenty
who made their first-ever album debut on the Star Wars expedition into yuletide cheer? of excellent seasonal tunes out there.
Do you? Why none other than 18-year-old John Bongiovi, or as you might know him: Jon

A year in review: The 10 best CDs
1. Red Hot Chili Peppers - Stadium Arcadium
The Peppers' latest double-album proves that they are one of the most amazjing rock bands in the world. "Arcadium" serves as a reminder that they are
^definitely and have grown from the days of showing up at concerts wearing
lonly socks (You know what I mean). Anyone who's grown sick of "Dani
rCalifornia" just has to pick the CD to find 27 other great tracks.

6. The Strokes - First Impressions of Earth
s Any year that starts off with an album from our generation's most notorious
Idrunken rock band is a good yean Released on Jan. 3, "First Impressions" is
Ipacked tight with 14 long rock songs. The CD has a varied and refreshing
jjtrack list, which is a big improvement from the debut "Is This It?" Starting
loff the CD is "You Only Live Once" and "Heart in a Cage."

2. Raconteurs - Broken Boy Soldier
|One of the year's shortest albums may have one of the longest shelf lives
|of all the albums produced this year. As a superstar, Jack White could do
anything. But he joined forces with an indie band and brought them imImediately across the world on a highly successful headlining tour

7. Belle and Sebastian - The Life Pursuit
.Released in February, "The Life Pursuit" can be thought of as a break through
lalbum for B&S, but it's really not. It's their strongest album to date as far
las charts go, but Belle and Sebastian have been putting out solid records for
pears. Their gentle and catchy indie pop feel is unrivaled.

3. Bob Dylan - Modern Times
Dylan returns to the public eye for the first time in five years with "Modern
Times." The album peaked at No. 1 on various charts, including the Billboard
200. Dylan hasn't lost his touch and if you never were a believer, here's a
great place to start.

8. Arctic Monkeys - Whatever People Say I Am, That's What I'm Not
Arctic Monkey's basically came out of nowhere and dominated British
press with their No. 1 UK single "I Bet You Look Good on the Dancefloor."
With all of their sudden success some critics viewed them as overrated, but
regardless there is something interesting here.

4. Gnarls Barkley - St. Elsewhere
.This is the first weird successful hip-hop band to come along since Outkast.
|On top of the popularity of "Crazy" and "Everything," this album was
Isteadily acclaimed. Their stage performance changes with each show, as
jthey constantly appear on stage in costume. Costumes have included Finding
PNemo, Pulp Fiction and Back to the Future.

9. Justin Timberlake - Future Sex/Love Sounds
Responsible for possibly the most referenced song of the year, "Sexyback,"
iTimberlake's new CD helped to define the pop music trends of 2006. TimIberlake has gone from immature boy band member to a leader in the music
lindustry.

5. Thorn Yorke - The Eraser
Recently nominated for a Grammy in the Best Alternative Album category,
ithe Radiohead front man caused a huge buzz when he randomly posted the
|announcement of a solo album on Radiohead's blog. The album is mostly
electronic, but retains Yorke's signature raw vocal style.

10. Clipse - Hell Hath No Fury
Following 2002's "Lord Willin," Clipse released this album on Nov. 28.
|The album is being regarded as one of the milestone rap albums of the year
lalong with Barkley's. The album looks back and reflects on 'j?0s east coast
irap, while dishing out some of Clipse's most angry lyrics.
- KEVIN SCHNEIDER

ENTERTAINMENT

www.fairfieldmirror.com

DECEMBER

14,2006 9

A day with an Island/Def Jam Executive
Fairfield Alum works with The Killers, Fall Out Boy, Thrice
BY BRIAN ERICKSON

In 10 years will you be working with bands like Fall Out
Boy, The Killers, Sum 41 or Thrice on a daily basis? Fairfield
graduate Rob Stevenson '92 is.
He is Vice President of A&R (artist and repertoire) for
Island Records. A&R controls the discovery of new bands
and acts. Stevenson has been directly responsible for finding,
signing and managing all of the above-mentioned bands as
well as many others to Island Records, a division of Universal
Music Group.
He was kind enough to allow The Mirror into the 8th
Avenue New York City office for a personal interview.
Mirror. How did you get involved in A&R?
RS: By luck. I think everything in the record business
is based on timing and making yourself available at the right
time. I used to work in advertising and I actually got fired
from my job. At that point I decided I wanted to work in the
record business.

Contributed Photo

They can't do it without him: Stevenson spends his
days with the Boys in the studio.

I started interning and turned that into a job, but unfortunately that company closed. Then I ended up working at a
producer-management company and started networking as
much as possible.
I just happened to meet the guy who ended up signing
Hanson at the right time when he was looking for an A&R
person, then gradually worked my way up.
Mirror: How many of your artists do you work with
on a given week?
RS: All of the ones that are signed to me, which is 11.1
speak to all of them at least once a week, but for artists that are
in the middle of their cycle like Fall Out Boy or The Killers I
speak to them every day.
Mirror. What's your typical day like?
RS: Every day is different; that's what I love about the
job. Sometimes I'll be in the studio with artists or some days
I'll be here all day. I could be at a music video shoot or seeing
the Killers playing at an arena. There was a point where I was
traveling to different cities at least once a week, but now it's
definitely calmed down because I have other people that can
do the traveling for me.
Mirror. What about your major at Fairfield prepared
you for the job you're in now?
RS: (Laughs). I was a Business Marketing major, but if I
had to do it over again I would probably be an English major
or a Sociology major. Obviously if you're an English major
you learn to write well which is important, and if you're a
Sociology major you learn about how people interact with each
other which is crucial in this business. But on the other hand I
do feel that the business marketing got my mind thinking in a
very logical pattern like 'Okay if we're going to do this what's
the point? Who's it reaching? Once we reach those people what
kind of message are we trying to get across?'
So in that perspective the business school got me at ready
to look at things from a problem-solving standpoint.
I would also say the close proximity to New York City
definitely helped; I took advantage of that and I came down
and went to a lot of shows. I knew a lot of people at the clubs
and I knew a lot of promoters. I think that's something Fairfield
students don't take advantage of enough. When they do come
to the city, they go to Madison Square Garden or the Upper
East Side. They don't go to all the cultural things that the city
has to offer.
Mirror. Do you play any instruments or have a background in music?

Contributed Photo

Helping The Killers kill: Stevenson works on the sidelines at Killers concerts and video shoots.
RS: No, none. I just think I'm a real good listener.
Mirror. Where do you see the industry going as far as
artists becoming more independent because of things like
Myspace and Purevolume? Do you see them abandoning
more traditional models?
RS: Well the thing is, it really levels the playing field as
far as distribution is concerned. But at the same time it makes
a record label's role in marketing that much more important.
Now [with things like Myspace and Purevolume] everyone
has their music in the same place. People aren't going to weed
through everything they don't like, and that just makes marketing and promotion infinitely more important.
Every once in a while you'll get an artist who makes it by
the word of mouth thing and goes. And that's amazing, that's
what's great about this business. But it just hasn't worked for
everyone. It does level the playing field, but for an artist to
still truly sell a lot, they need the traditional model.
But there is a lot of really great stuff going on. I mean
right now it kind of feels like the old "Wild West" as we sort
of transition from the old to the new.
Also, I feel the sooner the CD goes away, the better.
People can burn a CD in 2 seconds, but it takes a while to go
online and find and download each one of the songs. I think
once we move to all-digital distribution there will be a lot less
pirating and it will lead to an increase in sales.

Six holiday picks for '06

Love Actually
British Christmas movies (Well, British movies in general) are quite
strange. However, this one is definitely a winner. It has a universal message of love during the Christmas season so it is essentially mistletoe
;in the form of a cinematic adventure. Watch this one with your lover
;to get in that Christmas-love mood.

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
Obviously, the best of the "Original Christmas TV classics." This
classic 1964 television special features Rudolph and his misfit
buddies. Plus, there is an abominable snowman. More than 40
years later, this movie still gets audiences every time. Rudolph's
noise still shins bright even in claymation.

If
If you seriously don't own this movie by now, please realize that you
don't have a sense of humor. In this Christmas comedy, Will Ferrell
plays Buddy the Elf, a human raised in the North Pole by elves. He
goes to New York City to find his Grinch-like father, who at first
thinks he is insane. Buddy the Elf helps Santa Claus escape the dangers of Central Park and helps to restore Christmas spirit. A must-see
Christmas film!

Jingle All the Way
Hold on, it is Arnold Schwarzenegger in a Christmas film? What could
possibly be any more ridiculously funny? The plot revolves around
Arnold trying to get an insanely popular action figure for his son.
Obviously, Mr. Schwarzenegger faces some problems along the way.
This is an amazing movie to watch with the kids, as it is PG rated and,
of course, a fun film!

SCHV

The Nightmare before Christmas
Jack Skellington, the pumpkin king of Halloween Town, is tired
of doing the same thing every year for Halloween. One day he
stumbles into Christmas Town, and is so mystified with the idea
of Christmas that he tries to get the resident ghouls and goblins of
Halloween town to celebrate Christmas instead of Halloween. But
some problems evolve for Jack and his friends. Fun for the kids,
but realize this is not your classic Christmas movie. Watch it to
spice things up, Scrooge!
Look Who's Talking Now
It's "Lady and the Tramp" Christmas style. With talking dogs acting
as the main focus, "Look Who's Talking Now" focuses on a family in
danger of not being together on Christmas. Watch it with your pets!
Maybe this year they will actually watch it with you, rather than being
preoccupied with the new bone you bought them for Christmas.
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Sufjan Stevens shows his Christmas spirit
BY JP PORRETTA

Lets get back to "Songs for Christmas." If you're
already a Sufjan Stevens fan, you already know what
It's that time of year again — Christmas time
to expect. His banjo playing, along with his soft acoustic guitar and his soothing voice heavily influence the
— everyone's favorite holiday. Maybe it's the look of
snow and red and green decorations that people love,
majority of songs.
maybe it's the spirit of giving that people love or maybe
There are some Christmas songs that have been
its, well, all the gifts we get Christmas morning.
played and redone so many times that we have all
For me, I love the music. There is nothing cooler
gotten sick of them. Sufjan's rendition of these songs,
than hearing some of my favorite bands singing songs
like "O Holy Night" and "We Three Kings" make no
about Rudolph's magical nose or catching Mommy kissexception.
ing Santa Clause. While some bands like Death Cab for
Stevens does however do a great job creating some
Cutie, Coldplay, New Found Glory, Jimmy Eat World
of his own Christmas jingles. His song, "Come On! Lets
and The Killers to name a few, showed their love for
Boogey to the Elf Dance!" is a powerful song full of
the holidays by releasing a holiday song or two on one
holiday cheer — one that you will have blasting while
of the many Christmas—themed compilation discs that
you are decorating your tree this year, not matter if
Contributed Photo
are out now, Indie/folk musician Sufjan Stevens went Stevens takes flight: Up and coming Indie rocker gives fans the
you're a Sufjan Stevens fan or not.
Another memorable tune that Stevens contributed is
all out this holiday season and released a Five disc box ultimate Christmas gift with a five-disc CD, "Songs for Christmas."
set of nothing but Christmas songs.
his own, "Christmas in July." One of the only songs to
feature violin, trumpet and drums, "Christmas in July"
Yeah, five discs. That's 42 songs, all Christmas
might also be one of the catchiest tracks in this set. Just like
themed. Titled "Songs for Christmas," the set of 42 songs
all the other originals that Stevens contributes to his colleccontains a majority of remakes of classics, such as "Silent
tion, this is the kind of song you could expect to hear playing
Night," "O Come, O Come Emanuel" and "Jingle Bells."
in department stores all over the country as the weeks draw
Sufjan still contributes many of his own works to the colleccloser to Christmas.
tion, like "Put the lights on the Tree," "Its Christmas Lets Be
1.) Come on! Let's Boogey to the Elf
Glad" and "Come On! Lets Boogey to the Elf Dance!"
The most disappointing aspect of this unique box set is
Dance!
Don't worry if you are unfamiliar with who Stevens
the choices Stevens made for his remakes. He picked some
is, you are not alone on this one. Stevens, who first came to
of the most bland and boring songs to cover, and passed up
2.) Get Behind Me, Santa!
the music world in early 2000, is a singer/songwriter from
on covering some greats like "Winter Wonderland," and
Michigan, known for his lyrically focused rich songs that
"Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas."
3.) Christmas in July
often deal with his faith and family. Sufjan is considered
Overall, Stevens does a great job writing his own Christto be part of the folk revival in indie pop, along with other
mas jingles. If you are already a fan of Stevens, or just a fan
Project," where he plans on releasing fifty albums, each of Christmas music, I recommend you pick up this box set.
artists such as Iron and Wine and Damien Rice.
If you thought writing and releasing a set of 42 Christ- one inspired by a particular state. So far he has released But hurry, because once Christmas passes in two weeks you
mas songs was a little strange, wait till you hear about his "Michigan" and "Illinois," and is currently in the works for won't be able to listen to these tunes for another year.
other works. Stevens is currently working on his "50 States "Minnesota."
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Our new year's wish list
As the semester - and the 2006 calendar year - comes
to a close, here are three New Year's challenges for the
University community:
To the administration: Do something about the
housing crisis.
Dorms are overcrowded, students are cramped into
triples, and upperclassmen are shoved away to singles in
Dolan. None of that is good for anyone, and all of it has
to be changed. Our advice: devise a plan for a new dorm
within the year, and get moving on a building. This way,
everyone benefits: the students, who will have an enjoyable living experience, and the University, which will be
able to take on bigger freshmen classes without worrying
about overcrowding the dorms.
To the administration: follow through on plans to
make the entire campus wireless by next September:
Wireless access is now undoubtedly a prerequisite for
a technologically advanced university, so the plan needs
to be carried out all the way to its completion. Students
report widespread problems with the newly installed networks in the townhouses, making us a bit uneasy. Make
sure everything is straightened out, and spend the money
to make sure the rest of the expansion goes on without a
hitch.
To the students: show some real school spirit, and
show up for basketball games at Harbor Yard.
The two games at Alumni Hall were great - it was
packed and the Stags men's basketball team had a bona
fide home-court advantage. But last Sunday, there were
exactly six students in the stands to see them beat Canisius for their first MAAC win of the season.
It's one thing to show up because it's the trendy thing
to do. It's a completely different thing all together to
show some genuine support for the team by driving five
miles on 1-95 to Harbor Yard. And judging by that 2-11
record, the team could use your help.
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von Arx should "get Hogging"
Others took a much safer and more lighthearted
approach and discussed topics such as summer
courses or study abroad programs. There was a
"Dear students, faculty and staff, this is the first comfortable middle ground somewhere in between
entry in Fr. von Arx's official Fairfield University those extremes.
Web log:
I think we can all agree we don't want to hear
*Insert blog text here*
another canned script about diversity or class spirit
-peace out chicks and dudes, call me Jeff-REE. disguised in a blog. The important thing is for it to be
And check out my pic from the snow ball dance."
personal and genuine. Otherwise, why not just read
Students may
the Fairfield
see words similar
Web site? It
to this in Father
would be just
name: Jeffery von Arx
Von Arx's very
as entertainage: almost 60
own university
ing and enjoysex: Male
blog if the trend
able.
continues. ColBut we
status: Jesuit
lege administracan't honestly
location: Fairfield, CT
tors across the
expect Father
job: President of F.U.
nation, including
Von Arx's
music: opera
those at Colorado
most personcolor: red
College, Trinal thoughts
animal: stag
ity College,and
at 3 a.m. on
society: Jesus
Michigan State
a Wednesare starting their
day night. Of
own Web logs
course it's
Hi everyone! I'm Fr. von Arx, or JvA as my
serving as PR
going to be
friends like to call me. I'm just looking to
tools to give the
heavily edited
connect with some coworkers and students.
campus a more
by every pubCurrently I'm president of Fairfield University
personal feel.
lic relations
So should
and marketing
in Connecticut. It's a good time: GO STAGS!!
Fairfield hop on
person on the
I'm a member of the Society of Jesus so that's
the bandwagon?
entire campus.
a good time. I was born in P.A. and moved to
That's
just the
Well, this
Long Island when I was seven: go Strong
isn't a decision
name of the
Island! i went to Princeton for undergrad: Go
game.
the University
Tigers! In my free time I enjoy opera, reading,
Even so,
can just jump
and
gourmet
COOking!
oiick
here
to
read
more
I still think it
right into. First
would be cool
off, a blog is by no
Photo illustration by Mari Heenan /The Mirror
means one-way If presidents went digital: a possible blog entry by Fr. von Arx to con- to hear from
our school's
communication; nect with the Fairfield community.
leader. How
students and faculty would (or should) be able to publicly voice many times a week does the average student
their opinions and responses on issues that von Arx personally interact with our university president?
Probably none.
previously discussed.
Maybe Fairfield students would actually care
This means it certainly wouldn't be a good idea
if a wildly unpopular or controversial administra- about more issues if they knew their university
tor started blog. Luckily, I don't think Father Von leader's opinion on them first! Just kidding, let's
Arx will run the risk of getting publicly "flamed" not be too ambitious here.
But honestly, I do think that more students
by students. I think I speak for the majority of the
would
rather read Father von Arx's university blog
campus when I say we like him.
than
the
disgraceful amounts of "Campus AnIf Fairfield decided it wasn't too big of a risk,
nouncement"
spam we all get on a daily basis. I
the university would then have to decide what type
of blog it would be. College administrators are know I delete more than half of them without even
talking about topics as serious as diversity and af- opening them. But that's a rant for another day.
Let's get blogging!
firmative action.

BY BRIAN ERICKSON
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Rev. Jeffrey P. von Arx, S.J.

The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial board.
What is your opinion? Write to us: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

Mirror online quote of the week
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The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.
Include a daytime phone number at which the author can be reached.

The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center

"I have attended games at the Arena also, but itjust is not the same. I left home
early on Saturday to be sure to get to Alumni Hall at the right time and be able
to soak up the real atmosphere of a college basketball night. When I arrived, I
could not park at the Hall or Barone, so I gladly parked at Kelly Center. I was
able to see the enthusiasm of the students, parents, alumni andfamilies as they
parked and made their way to the game, discussing only Stag Basketball. THESE
GAMES BELONG ON CAMPUS."
- Robert B. Zwillich in response to "Bring them home: The Red Sea wants
the Stags back in Alumni Hall" 12/6/06
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Condoms on campus: preaching safety or hypocrisy?9
Avoiding reality not an option
BY KATIE BARRY

According to the Center for Disease Control, 1,788 Americans
between the age of 20 and 24 will
become infected with HIV this year, bringing the number of college-age Americans
who have been infected with the disease
since its onset to more than 34,000.
In 1968, Pope Paul VI issued the encyclical letter Human Veritae, or Human
Life, which reaffirmed the official Church
teaching that contraception of any kind is
gravely sinful. The Church believes it is
intrinsically wrong to actively prevent new
human life from coming into existence.
However, in 1968, the world was
blissfully ignorant of a retrovirus that
would eventually ravish the world, taking over 25 million lives with it. That
retrovirus is, of course, the Human Immunodeficiency Virus, or HIV.
The use of contraceptives has a far
greater weight now than it did in 1968. Unprotected sex is one of the leading causes
of HIV transmission; using a condom can
create a protective barrier that can save
your life. Condom use isn't just about
pregnancy anymore.
According to a 2005 report by the
Kinsey Institute, by the ages of 20 to 21,85
percent of males and 81 percent of females
will have had sexual intercourse. Simply
speaking statistically, students on our campus are having sex. Isn't it important that
the students are at least safe about it?
Following the ideals set forth by Pope
Paul VI, Fairfield, as a lesuit campus,
refuses to allow the sale or distribution of
condoms on campus. While the University's religious convictions are commendable, a general concern for the safety of
the student body should and must be the
primary concern.
Our campus isn't immune to HIV,
numerous other sexually transmitted infections or pregnancy. Instead of pretending
like they don't exist, we should actively
try to prevent them.
While I understand that condoms are
readily available around campus, it should
be taken into consideration that some
students, especially freshman, are not

Insist on abstinence, but safety first

particularly mobile. Getting off campus
isn't always as easy as we make it seem.
Being able to grab a handful of condoms
at the health center just may make the difference between someone using protection
and someone not using protection.
And regardless of availability at other
locations, our university should take an
active role in promoting safe sex. While
it may go against the basic teachings of

BY GRANT MILLER

Should any university be strict about the
distribution of birth control? Fairfield
was established as a Jesuit university,
with Jesuit principles, and those principles
should be upheld.
If that means prohibiting the distribution
of condoms to students, then that is what it
takes to be consistent with the beliefs the
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Please take one: should Fairfield provide birth control for students?
the Catholic Church, it has the benefits of
protecting our student body.
What kind of message are we promoting when we refuse to laud the benefits
of condoms? Are we promoting abstinence, or are we promoting unsafe sex
practices?
In 1983, before a congressional committee investigating the spread of AIDS,
activist Roger Lyon stated "this is not
a political issue. This is a health issue."
Likewise, the promotion and availability
of condoms on campus is not just a religious issue, it is a health issue.
Using a condom could have saved Mr.
Lyon's life. Shouldn't our university make
sure it can save yours?

school represents.
However, AIDS is a serious disease and
awareness of prevention must be spread. By
the end of 2006, there will be 1.4 million
adults and children living with HIV/AIDS
and 18,000 deaths due to HIV/AIDS in
North America, according to Global Health
Reporting.
Handing out condoms is a way to
spread the consciousness of safety because
condoms reduce the transmission of HIV by
approximately 85 percent when used correctly, according to the American Pregnancy
Association.
Spreading safety is in full support of the
Jesuit ideal of cura personalis, or "care for the
whole person" as well as the characteristic of

the focused care for students. But that does not
give license to provide condoms on campus.
So how can one spread a message of
prevention without violating Catholic, specifically Jesuit, doctrine? Promote abstinence.
People might not want to hear it, but
the best way to not contract an STD is to not
have sex.
Practicing abstinence can prevent pregnancy, the transmission of STD's and other
health risks. Abstinence is also widely
endorsed by churches and religious organizations. Furthermore, the emotional and
psychological challenges related to sexual
relationships are reduced.
As a devout Christian, I am in full support
of saving sex for marriage. It would be foolish and naive of me to think that everyone is
going to support the same view. The only, yet
major, drawback is that abstinence requires
willpower and discipline.
Abstinence, then, should be promoted,
but condoms should be mentioned as well.
It is against the principles and philosophy
of the University to hand out condoms on
campus, but it is pretty safe to assume that
the majority of Fairfield students are mature
adults who are fully capable of finding their
own birth control.
After all, if one is not capable of ensuring that their sexual activities are done in the
safest way possible, then it is safe to say that
they have no business indulging in them.
My views are not meant to be judgmental, self-righteous or preachy as I am a student
just like the rest of you. I am also an advocate
of abstinence and one who intends on spreading a message of faith and safety.
So should condoms be distributed on
a private Jesuit campus, with private Jesuit
guidelines and principles? The answer is no
for the same reason alcohol should not be
distributed to minors on campus. If you live
in the community, you must be aware of the
principles of the community.
It would be similarly ignorant to not acknowledge AIDS, and to not provide as many
safe sex alternatives as possible.
The best solution is to promote abstinence, but present condoms as an option,
but not one that is accessible on campus. Not
everyone is going to practice abstinence. At
least this way safety is still promoted.

Close the door Congressman; you're letting the draft in
BY CHRISTOPHER HALISKOE

Last month U.S. Rep. Charles Rangel
(D-NY) introduced his plans to propose a bill
to reinstate the draft. The bill is scheduled to
come before the House at the beginning of
the next session, in which Rangel will be the
chairman of the Powerful Ways and Means
Committee.
Though 70 percent of Americans disagree with the reinstatement of the draft, 1
can recognize were Rangel is coming from.
He represents New York's 15,h Congressional
District, a district that is predominately black
and Hispanic, as well as one of the poorest
districts in the nation.
As Rangel sees more and more of his
constituents going over seas to fight in a long.

frustrating war similar to that of the Korean
War in which Rangel received the Purple
Heart and Bronze Star, he can not help but feel
a bit of anger. When he searches for equality
in situations, all he has to do is look at the
other side of the city in which many wealthier
Americans are going to college instead of
heading to Iraq.
This may seem to be a tough topic to deal
with at the "J-Crew U" establishment that
we attend, but in putting myself in Rangel's
shoes, I can sympathize with a feeling of
inequality.
This theory is one that can be expected by
society and should be talked about in political
science classrooms across the country; but
Rangel is not the chairman of the Fairfield
Politics Department, he is a United States

Congressman.
The House of Representatives is one of
the most powerful governing bodies in the
world. Its action must be found in a practical
manner, one which would not include ordering
18- to 42-year-olds to serve in the military.
Rangel has tried drafting this bill before.
In 2003 he proposed HR 163, which was
turned down 402-2 with Rangel voting against
his own bill. Then and now, Rangel was trying
to make a statement.
"A disproportionate number of the poor
and members of minority groups make up
the enlisted ranks of the military, while most
privileged Americans are underrepresented or
absent," he told The New York Times.
This time around, Rangel said the involuntary service would include non-military

positions such as port and airline security, as
if we had not found enough ways to take away
American Jobs.
Rangel has taken a wrong approach to
this issue.
In a country with so many people driving cars with yellow "Support your troops"
magnets on the back, he could have fought
for better perks to voluntary service. Improve
the free education, and the compensation of
the Gl bill and incorporate that with more
impressive opportunities that would give the
lowest class a more applicable chance to rise
to the top.
The fact that sons of low-income families
are going to Iraq is a practically, compensating
those that do is a necessity.

Editor: Jess Mitchell
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HE said / SHE said

Dan McClorey

Meg Donlon

It's a wonderful break
The current semester flew by so fast
that I had hardly realized it was December, until I was tipped off this
weekend by HBO's showing of the Christmas classic "Jingle All The Way" for three
consecutive days. December brings the
advent of the Christmas season, and what
would the Christmas season be without a
steroid abusing Austrian-turned-Governor shouting "It's Turbo Time!" and
pummeling the likes of Sinbad?
The Christmas season also brings
us a small gift from school; finals,
the equivalent of receiving socks
and having to act like you
wanted this crap-tacular gift.
Since this BS has become too much to ask of me
lately, I've been foregoing
studying for my finals to
think up my own dirty Christmas carols, which proved to me
two things: 1) I have no life and 2)
The underlying reason I've been thinking of
dirty euphemisms to insert into the chorus of
"Santa Clause is Coming to Town" is that I
cannot stand Christmas carols.
If there was one part of Christmas I
would love to do away with, it would be the

carols. I established my anti-carol position
early in my life when I sang the "Batman
Smells" version of Jingle Bells at my first
grade Christmas concert and was asked to
leave the stage.
My hate of these carols even extends
to the artists who sing them. I simply cannot stand the likes of Bing Crosby and Nat
King Cole and their Christmas carol singing
shenanigans, and if these men weren't both
dead, I'd suggest to them a place where they
could stick their Christmas carol CDs and
offer to help them do so forcefully.
The Christmas season isn't all
4 bad. We'll all receive the long-desired Christmas break and get to
relax in the comforts of our own
home, comforts we'll be dying
to break free of after a week in
favor or returning to the debauchery
of Camp Fairfield. We'll get together
with our friends and see who asked
for the coolest Christmas present (I
asked for a Turbo Man doll).
Following the tradition that all stories
Christmas-related must end sappily, I hope
everyone makes it through this semester's
finals alive and enjoys themselves over break.
I'll see everyone in '07.

Best
Deals In

Town

Winter break- that small beam
of light at the end of the dark
and miserable tunnel known as
finals. For me, break usually falls into "The
Five Fabulous Phases of Winter Break."
The first phase of winter break is not
really winter break at all. This is the time in
which you would contemplate giving up your
first born just to fast forward through
finals. All you want to do is get a break
from school and roommates and have
your mom do your laundry while
you watch The Price is Right.
The second phase of the
Five Fabulous Phases of Winter
Break: blackout. Ok, not the
type of blackout that we are
used to discussing in this
column. It just seems like
you blackout because one
minute you're filling in 300
scantron bubbles and the next
minute you're driving your car full of crap
home while singing "Irreplaceable" at the
top of your lungs.
As you arrive to your humble abode,
still humming "to the left, to the left," you
enjoy a brief moment of bliss when you're
welcomed into a home that doesn't smell
like the tp.st factory for a new hranH r>f heer

that already comes skunked (no offense,
Fishbowl. You are finally reunited into the
warmth of family and old friends to enjoy the
magic that is Christmas...briefly.
It's not long before this 3rd phase turns
into the less enjoyable 4th phase. Now your
family decides to put you to work: cleaning,
running errands, and just all around doing the
many tasks that they decided to put off until
you got home. At least you get to hang out
with your high school friends, which is
great, until you start running into ghosts
of hookups past and realize that there is
no Seagrape your parents don't find
it amusing when you come home
shitfaced at 4:30 a.m. looking for a
dance party. Enter phase 5.
You want desperately to get
back to school. You miss your
stanky house, your dirty room, the
Grape, your roommates, you'd even
rather go to your 9:30 Friday class
than have to vacuum your room one more
time and sneak beers down to your basement
before you go out at night.
Break usually ends up being alright,
even if by the end of it you're ready to throw
everything you own in that box to the left and
gun in back to school.
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ASK ABOUT DAILY SANDWICH SPECIALS!

Are you tired of membership fees?
Automatic renewal fees?
Uncertified salespeople?
Old tanning bulbs?

GREAT STUDENT RATES!
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FREE

Tan
Buy 1 Tan, Get 1 Tan Free

For 5 Tans
1871 Black Rock Tpk.
Fairfield | 203-367-8540

1871 Black Rock Tpk.
Fairfield | 203-367-8540
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers
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WRAPS - WRAPPED IN YOUR CHOICE OF TORTILLA - $6.95
Chicken Athena
grilled chicken, feta cheese, lettuce, tomato, balsamic vinaigrette
Grilled Chicken Caesar
grilled chicken, romaine, Parmesan cheese, low fat Caesar dressing
Thai Chicken
grilled chicken, jack cheese, lettuce, tomato, spicy Thai peanut sauce
Renia's Favorite Turkey Wrap
turkey, muenster cheese, lettuce, apple butter, bacon, and mayonnaise
The Beast
roast beef, swiss cheese, lettuce, tomato, horseradish sauce

Heritage Square • 1700 Post Road • Fairfield • CT • 06824
Tel: 259-7373 • Fax:259-8880 • Casual Catering Available
Fairfield University Students -10% Discount honored
and come in for your Free Lunch punch Card!
PANINI - SERVED ON FOCACCIA BREAD AND GRILLED - $6.95
Chicken Sedona
grilled chicken, jack cheese, tomato, pesto sauce
Monte Cristo <^d^H
turkey, ham, swiss cheese, tomato, russian
Balboa
rbest beef, swiss cheese, garlic butter
Veggie Panino
mozzarella, roasted red peppers, tomato, artichoke hearts, pesto sauce
Tuna Panino
tuna salad, swiss cheese, tomato
Hours:
SUPER SOUPS

U

1871 BLACK ROCK TPK I FAIRFIELD I 203-367-8540
(Shaw's Plaza Next to Soccer Post)

Weekdays
Saturday
Sunday

6:30 am to 5:00 pm
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Closed

SENSATIONAL SANDWICHES
WONDROUS WRAPS
PANINI AND MORE!
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On top of the MAAC
CONTINUED FROM P.16

who were able to contribute on the boards, as
guards Werts and Wrice pulled down seven
each game.
"It's a huge factor, with our defense, to
allow [our opponent] only one shot. Plus,
the defensive rebounds start our fast break,"
said Nolan.
Defense was another strong point for
the Stags as it has been all season. They held
both teams to 36 percent shooting overall and
applied pressure to the opposing offenses.
Wrice and Werts were again leading the
way with Wrice stripping the ball six times
alone against Canisius while Werts had three
steals against Niagara.
Despite playing well enough for the
victory in both games, they reached their
conclusion in two vastly different ways,
proving the Stags are equally adept at defending a lead as well as coming from behind
to take one.

The first game against Niagara was
never even a question as the Stags jumped
out to a 15-0 lead and shot nearly 50 percent
from the floor.
"We came out so focused and hit everything, inside-outside. We also did a nice
job defensively," Nolan said.
Against Canisius, Fairfield fell behind
early and trailed 50-41 with only 13 minutes
left in the game. However, the Stags were
able to go on a 12-0 run in the next two
minutes and took the lead for good with
10:25 left to play.
"We knew that Canisius was a first half
team, but we never lost our composure,"
said Nolan.
At 2-0, the Stags have a lot to build on
as they continue conference play. Their next
opponent will be UC Irvine on Dec. 28 in
California.
Fairfield returns home on Jan. 6 at
Alumni Hall against MAAC opponent
Marist.
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Women's Report Card
Empire State Edition
Bail Handling: B
Sophomore Megan Caskin has become more comfortable running the point
and has been executing the offense well..,
She averaged six assists ©Vexttie weekend,
with only three turnovers per game. However, the Stags as a tearh turned th^.ball
over an average of 19 times each game.
Defense: B+
The Stags held both Canisius and
Niagara under 40 percent shooting in both
games, yet they did it somewhat inconsistently. Canisius shot over 50 percent in
one half before the Stags buckled down
to finish out the game. Niagara also had
a half where they were able to score.
Overall, Fairfield was efficient, but needs
to find a more consistent defense.
Rebounding: AFairfield was able to out rebound

both opponents by a wide margin. The
game against Niagara was impressive,
with a gap of 53-35 and against Canisius
the Stags were up 49-40 on the boards.
Even more notable was how much the
backcourt was involved. Sabra Wrice and
Meka Werts '08 both pulled down seven
boards each game.
•Overall: AA 2-0 start in the MAAC puts the
Slags in a great position to continue their
success. Fairfield was able to sweep the
Western New York schools for the first
time since the 2001-2002 season.
While the season still has a long way
to go before its conclusion, Fairfield has
put itself in a position that affords it some
leeway. The wins did not come against
weak opponents either. Niagara is 6-4
overall while Canisius is 6-3 overall and
was picked to finish third in the MAAC in
the Preseason Coaches' Poll. If Fairfield
can keep playing this well, they should be
one of the top teams in their conference!
-Chris Simmons and Keith Connors

Cooley: "The only positive was that the assistant coaches were well dressed."
Men's Report Card
MAAC Homestand Edition
Ball control: C
The Stags had more turnovers than a sloppy
playing Manhattan team on Friday and followed
it up with a 20 turnover effort against Canisius on
Sunday. Ouch. They got away with it on Sunday,
but against the premier MAAC teams, 20 turnovers
will likely result in a lost cause and another loss.
Bench Play: B+
One of the biggest developments this weekend was Fairfield's improved depth of the bench.
On Friday night the only positive may have been
that the Stags got 29 points from reserve players.
Similarly, they got 30 points from the role players
coming off the bench. Herbie Allen has been a tremendous bench player, providing a much needed
spark. Danny Ogelsby and Marty O'Sullivan are
perfect reserves based on their experience. On Sunday, Mamadou Diakhate did a fantastic job playing
defense, even though his stats might not show it.
Shot Selection: C+
Aside from their torrid streak in the Sunday
game's second half, the Stags were either forcing
shots or too anxious to make another pass. They
need to continue to work on working the offense.
Most importantly, better ball control will lead to
more scoring chances.
Overall: flit wasn't the greatest weekend in Fairfield's
history, but it ended nicely. Beating Canisius is
a perfect way to head into the break. The Stags
have played 13 games this year, tying them with
Winston-Salem State University for the most in
Division-1 ball. Needless to say, a break is much
needed. With any luck they'll come back ready,
improved and prepared for MAAC play in the
second half.
- Keith Connors

CONTINUED FROM P. 16

The team was led by Anthony Johnson, who had a
career-high 16 points, and the three seniors, Van Schaick,
Danny Oglesby and Marty O'Sullivan, all of whom finished
in double figures.
Van Schaick had a game-high 20 points. Crisp passing
and good movement was the reason for Fairfield's success.
According to Oglesby, the Stags "ran the offense well.
On some plays we ran them as well as we do in practice,
guys were wide open," he said.

about basketball all the time," Van Schaick said.
The Stags continued their inconsistent play this weekend, showing two very different teams over the three days.
On Friday, had it not been for the poor play of Manhattan
as well, the score would have been a lot worse.
Fairfield turned the ball over 18 times and shot 27.7
percent from the field. The Stags were especially bad from
behind the three-point
arc, shooting just 22.2
percent.
Fairfield had an
opportunity to win, despite how poorly they
played, but couldn't
come through.
"The team played
with a lack of energy.
They were not ready to
play," said Cooley, "I
did a poor job preparing
them. When they play
a game like this, I am
going to put the blame
on myself."
Despite the team's
struggles throughout
the season, Cooley had
always felt like something positive came out
Mirror file photo
of the game.
Getting emotional: Head Coach Ed Cooley was disappointed with the Stag's performance against
Whether it was the Manhattan on Friday. On Sunday, the team was able to recover, and record the win against Caimprovement of the nislusfreshman, especially
Greg Nero and Anthony Johnson, or the seniors stepping
Cooley was pleased with the team's defensive intensity
up, or less turnovers, Cooley always felt the Stags played against Canisius, which led to energy on the other end.
better in at least one aspect in each game.
"I have been on our guys to play defense. It all starts
But after the Manhattan game, Cooley had an entirely with being active and energetic [on defense]," he said, "They
different attitude.
turned the ball over 16 times and we scored a lot off of their
"If there was a positive in this game, I thought that our turnovers. Defense is what won the game."
assistant coaches were well dressed," Cooley said. "We
The Stags bench helped bring energy to the game which
they lacked in the Manhattan game. After Devin Johnson
were terrible."
Cooley's frustration with the team's play continued into " 10 separated his shoulder, Mamadou Diakhate came in and
the first 12 minutes of the Canisius game, and he was called came up with a big play. He dove on the floor and made a
for a technical foul six minutes into the game.
key steal that capped the 17-2 first half run.
But his disgust quickly turned to pleasure, as his team
. "Mamadou gets the game ball tonight," Cooley said
battled back and showed the intensity that they needed to after the game.
win.

College
An ideal university
experience for sophomores
Sophomore year is full of fantastic opportunities.
How will you spend it?

Unique Opportunities:
Live in Loyola Hall
Great sense of community
Quality friendships
Special academic courses
Mentor program
Retreats
Cultural trips and Dinner events
Student programming committees
Ongoing conversations about the
deeper questions of our lives
Questions? Ext. 3325
Applications available in Loyola Hall or
http://www.faculty.fainleld.edu/imayzik/irc/index.htm

^ SPORTS
Editor: Dan Akeson
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New York state of mind
Women go 2-0 in MAAC weekend, defeating Niagara and Canisius

BY CHRIS SIMMONS

The Stags are rolling now.
Coming into the opening MAAC
weekend, the Fairfield women's basketball
team was 3-5 overall and looking for consistency.
Two games and one weekend later, the
Stags sit at 5-5 overall (2-0 MAAC) and are
tied for first place in the MAAC with Marist
and Iona.
On Friday night Fairfield easily dispatched Niagara, 77-63. Then, on Sunday
afternoon, the Stags came from behind to
win again, this time against Canisius 77-66,
for their third straight victory.
"The weekend was awesome," said
Head Coach Dianne Nolan.
Led by guard Megan Caskin '09,
Fairfield was able to distribute the ball effectively and several different players stepped
up each night.
Sabra Wrice '08 was one player who
saw her scoring rise; she averaged 17 points
per game over the weekend along with 3.5
assists.
Wrice earned MAAC Player of the
Week in recognition of her stellar play on
both ends of the court.
Fellow junior guard Meka Werts also
increased her numbers, putting up 15.5
points per game.
Not only have the starters come
through, but also the role players. Over 33
percent of the Stag's scoring came from players who started the game riding the pine.
"Everyone stepped up and we found
other ways to be successful," said Nolan.
But Nolan utilized her bench for more
than just scoring. Freshman forward Stephanie Geehan averaged 7.5 rebounds per game
despite playing in only 32 total minutes.
However, it wasn't just the post players
SEE "ON TOP" P.14
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Shooting high: Tara Flaherty '10 and the Stags defeated Niagara, 77-63, and Canisius, 77-66, during the New York road trip. The
Stags are now tied for first place in the MAAC with Marist and Iona. The Stags return to play Dec. 28 at UC Irvine.

Searching for consistency

Men b unce back from

TOM CLEARY

Allen Pangilnan/The Mirror

Looking up: Jon Han '09 and the Stags will look to
build from the Canisius victory.

This weekend was an important
one for the Fairfield men's basketball
team.
After two losse's to major conference teams, Providence and Boston
College, the Stags began their MAAC
schedule, taking on Manhattan and Canisius on Friday and Sunday nights.
Fairfield entered Friday night with
a 2-9 record, but the games before the
MAAC season essentially meant nothing.
Playing such an intense schedule
over a short period had an effect on
the Stags and it showed Friday night as
they lost an ugly game to the Jaspers,
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57-54.
Although the score makes the game
appear close, it was not. Head Coach Ed
Cooley called the game an "absolutely
bad performance" and a "step in the
wrong direction."
Luckily for the Stags, they were able
to bounce back and win on Sunday night,
defeating Canisius 75-64, for their first
double digit win of the season. With the
win, they improved to 3-10 on the year
and 1-1 in the MAAC. It was a victory
that Fairfield needed heading into a 17
day break for exams and the holidays.
The game was played in front of a
small crowd and an even smaller student
section, which consisted of six students
and Cooley's nine-year-old son, Isaiah.
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The Stags looked flat again to start
the game, but this time bounced back
with two big runs: a 17-2 run to end
the first half and a 11-0 run during the
middle of the second half that gave them
the lead for good.
Senior guard Michael Van Schaick,
who led the team in scoring against
Canisius with 20 points and 10 against
Manhattan, felt that the bounce back
win was important for the team heading
into the break, as it gave the Stags some
momentum.
"It's huge heading into the break,"
he said. "I can finally sleep, I haven't
slept much, I have just been thinking
SEE "COOLEY" P.14

